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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, magi 
from the East arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the 
Jews? For we saw His star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” Then Herod secretly 
called the magi, and ascertained from them the time the star appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, “Go and make careful search for the Child; and when you have found 
Him, report to me, that I too may come and worship Him” (Matthew 2:1-2,7-8).

Their names will forever be linked with cruelty, suffering, mass murder, and death: Nero, 
Vlad the Impaler (Dracula), Lenin, Stalin, Hitler, Mussolini, Mao Tse-tung, Pol Pot, Idi 
Amin, and Saddam Hussein - just to name a few. At Christmas, embedded in the nativity 
story is another whose insanely jealous and murderous heart resulted in the deaths of any 
whom he saw as a threat to his regal position and power, including his wife and two sons. 
In spite of his impressive and massive building projects in Israel (the Temple, defensive 
structures, roads, and new cities), Herod the Great’s deceitful and treacherous plan to 
execute the infant Jesus in Bethlehem was captured for all time by a Galilean tax-collector 
and Christ-follower named Matthew. The resultant bloodshed perpetrated on the Inno-
cents still grieves the hearts of every empathetic parent who ponders the despair of the 
heart-sick mothers as recorded in the solemn and prophetic words of Jeremiah 31:15 and 
cited in Matthew 2:18:

A voice was heard in Ramah,  
Weeping and great mourning,  
Rachel weeping for her children;  
And she refused to be comforted,  
Because they were no more.

As I was allowing the full weight of Matthew’s account of the birth of Christ to impact my 
heart, my eyes were drawn to verses 7 and 8, where I reviewed the magi’s encounter with 
Herod and noted the significant place it occupies in the birth narrative. Paying close atten-
tion to details in the unfolding drama, I suddenly paused when I read Herod’s direct order 
to the wise men from the East: “Go and make careful search for the Child…”
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Go and make careful search for the Child! Out of the mouth of this evil megalomaniac 
spews a command to these Eastern strangers which, ironically, all wise and rational people 
would do well to heed. Go to Bethlehem, look in every home, interview the residents there, 
don’t leave a stone unturned! I tell you, FIND HIM!!! While the rantings of his angry pas-
sion are not explicit in the narrative, our knowledge of Herod the Great and the historical 
facts of the case unquestionably lead us to believe that he was posing before the magi with 
promises of humble adoration and worship while the miserable flames of his own raging 
jealousy were consuming him from within.

For those of us who know and love Jesus Christ, this is perhaps the simplest and most 
direct invitation we can offer to one who is uncertain about the clear claims of Christ. Go 
and make careful search for the Child. Start with His humanity. Did He really walk on the 
earth in the fertile crescent of Palestine? Were His claims to be both God and man valid? 
Did the bodily resurrection really take place in time and space? Is He truly the risen Lord 
who rules over heaven and earth today? Are the Gospels reliable witnesses to Jesus Christ?

What is it, I have often wondered, that prevents some people from passionately searching 
out a matter of such critical importance? Why does it take so little to so easily satisfy the 
minds and hearts of the masses in our culture?

Ironically, I think I stand on solid ground when I say that the act of searching is endem-
ic to the human race. For most of us, it doesn’t take long to recall a significant loss we 
sustained in addition to the uncertain hope we had of recovering what had previously 
been safe in our possession. Words that we use to describe the act of searching provide a 
glimpse into the heart-sick feelings that quickly consume us when the object is discovered 
to be lost – frantic search. The Greek word for frantic actually means “affected with delir-
ium” (literally, inflammation of the brain). At the moment of discovery, all of our energies 
and resources are removed from their immediate preoccupations and funneled toward 
retrieving what had been ours just minutes or hours before. Jesus spoke about this kind of 
searching when He presented the parables of The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, and The Prod-
igal Son. “What man among you,” He asked, “if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one 
of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture, and go after the one which is 
lost, until he finds it?” (Luke 15:4). Human nature will abandon all to engage in the search 
for something of great, personal value.

If this is true, then, that we are made to search out matters - to explore mountains, vast 
oceans, the microscopic and macroscopic world, and the intricacies of DNA - what 
prevents people from passionately searching out a Person whose claims include eternal 
consequences?

In the Moviegoer, author Walker Percy offers in one line of prose what I could not have 
constructed after years of personal reflection: “The search is what anyone would under-
take if he were not sunk in the everydayness of his own life.” There. There’s one answer to 
the question. Percy’s words are penetratingly clear. Some are so buried by the dailiness of 
life that the very thought of engaging ultimate life questions seems to overwhelm them.

In the same book, some pages later, Percy reveals another of his many discoveries about 
life: “I have discovered that most people have no one to talk to, no one, that is, who really 
wants to listen.” This is a sad commentary on our culture which can only be remedied by 
permeating our world with compassionate, well-equipped Christians who have already 
engaged in the search and have discovered that Jesus really is “the way, and the truth, and 
the life” and that “no one comes to the Father, but through Me” (John 14:6). Peter exhort-
ed his readers to “sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a 
defense to every one who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with 
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gentleness and reverence” (I Pet. 3:15).

Both of Percy’s insights are worth pondering as we seek to share the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with others. The first reminds us that we must go to the one who is “sunk in 
the everydayness of his own life,” while the second awakens us to the plight of loneliness, 
often hidden deeply within the recesses of aching hearts, and calls us to intentionally come 
alongside those who need a loving, tender, sympathetic ear.

Herod’s words – Go and make careful search for the Child - have weighty significance for 
us as well as for those who are “sunk” and “lonely.” Whether we have followed Jesus Christ 
for 1 day or 50 years, our search for Him must be ongoing. As J.I. Packer reminds us, 
“Knowing God is a relationship calculated to thrill a man’s heart.” When doubt and skep-
ticism have come knocking, however, we must be willing to re-examine the foundations of 
our faith and trust. “Life,” Os Guinness says, “can proceed with deceptive ease on the basis 
of a faith which was once vital but has become so taken for granted that it is no longer 
authentic. At that stage any pressure may be such a test for faith that the believer is faced 
with a choice: Give up or go back to square one. If we give up, then we abandon faith alto-
gether. But if we go back to square one (and so back to our roots, back to our foundations, 
back to our beginning), we will find a faith which is solid and secure” (In Two Minds: The 
Dilemma of Doubt and How to Resolve It; it is currently published under the title, God in 
the Dark).

When we decide to undertake it, our search must not be half-hearted. When Solomon 
wrote his Proverbs, he told us how to gain wisdom: “And if you look for it as for silver and 
search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find 
the knowledge of God” (Prov. 2:4-5). King David wrote: “I sought the Lord, and he an-
swered me; he delivered me from all my fears” (Ps. 34:4). And God promised us: “You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart” (Jer. 29:13). The time is now: 
“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near” (Is. 55:6).

Go and make careful search for the Child has implications for those who are, for some 
reason, unable to make the search on their own. As we form new relationships with those 
who have not come to faith in Christ, our task is to listen carefully to the concerns of their 
hearts and to present the truth of the gospel in ways that will help them understand with 
their minds and hearts that there really is a “God who is there” (Francis Schaeffer).

After being released from Nazi concentration camps, Austrian psychiatrist, Viktor E. 
Frankl, wrote Man’s Search for Meaning, in which he maintains that “man’s search for 
meaning is the primary motivation in his life and not a ‘secondary rationalization’ of in-
stinctual drives. This meaning is unique and specific in that it must and can be fulfilled by 
him alone.” For those who go and make careful search for the Child, it will not be possible 
to “waste your life and lose your soul” (J.I. Packer).

And the wise men “came into the house and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and 
they fell down and worshiped Him; and opening their treasures they presented to Him 
gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh” (Mt. 2:11). Their careful search was over. The 
star stood over where the Child was and they rejoiced exceedingly. For them as for us 
today, “Jesus is a God whom we can approach without pride and before whom we can 
humble ourselves without despair” (Blaise Pascal).
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