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The coming of Jesus into the world is the most stupendous event in human history.1 No 
birthday has ever been remembered so widely as the birthday of the Lord Jesus Christ.2

The unified, integrated message of Scripture is that the Triune God, a God of love, fellow-
ship, power, and purposeful intention, planning and activity, thought it good to create the 
cosmos and to place mankind within it to enjoy the blessings of God through fellowship 
with and in service to him. Through sin, the relationship established by God between 
himself, mankind, and the cosmos was tragically distorted and broken. God himself 
provided the means for a restoration of this fellowship and meaningful service. At the very 
heart of the means of restoration is God’s only begotten Son, who has performed all that is 
necessary to redeem, restore, enable, and direct mankind.3

The really staggering Christian claim is that Jesus of Nazareth was God made man.4 The 
Word became flesh: a real human baby. The mystery of the incarnation is unfathomable. 
We cannot explain it; we can only formulate it.5 God, who knows no before or after, en-
tered time and space. God, who knows no boundaries, took on the shocking confines of a 
baby’s skin, the ominous restraints of mortality.6 The Child that played with moon and sun 
is playing with a little hay.7

We know God only through Jesus Christ. Without this mediator all communication with 
God is broken off.8 We cannot take a step toward the heavens. God crosses the universe 
and comes to us.9 The climax of God’s special revelation is Jesus of Nazareth, the personal 
incarnation of God in the flesh; in Jesus Christ the source and content of revelation con-
verge and coincide.10 Jesus is God’s final and personal message to man: God has nothing 
more to say.11

Fallen man is not simply an imperfect creature who needs improvement: he is a rebel who 
must lay down his arms. Laying down your own arms, surrendering, saying you are sorry, 
realizing that you have been on the wrong track and getting ready to start life over again 
from the ground floor – that is the only way out of the “hole.” This process of surrender – 
this movement full speed astern – is what Christians call repentance.12 If man is a sinner, 
he needs a Saviour, and it was primarily to fulfill this role that Jesus Christ came.13
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Jesus is a God whom we can approach without pride and before whom we can humble 
ourselves without despair.14 And now that Christ has come and died and thereby satisfied 
the Father’s demands on sin, all we need to do is claim His grace by accepting the free gift 
of eternal life. Period.15 Saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for our salvation. It 
means resting upon Christ alone and what he has done rather than upon what I have done 
to get me into heaven.16

When we see Jesus as he is, we must turn away or else shamelessly adore him.17 One has 
only the choice between God and idolatry. There is no other possibility. For the faculty of 
worship is in us, and it is either directed somewhere into this world, or into another. If one 
affirms God one is either worshipping God or else some things of this world labeled with 
his name.18 Now, today, this moment, is our chance to choose the right side. God is hold-
ing back to give us that chance. It will not last for ever. We must take it or leave it.19

The sinner regresses from unbelief to disobedience, from disobedience to neglect, from 
neglect to apostasy, and from apostasy to hardening of the heart. The saint continues to 
make progress in a life that leads from faith to practicing obedience, from obedience to 
joy, and from joy to unending bliss in the Lord.20 There is no higher or more ultimate pas-
sion than a human being ablaze with a desire for God.21

This is the Christmas message, the gospel, as presented by 18 leading Christian scholars 
and writers. I have woven their well-crafted sentences together that you might “come and 
behold Him, born the King of angels,” and be astonished at His love and grace for you.
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